
This year “Battlefields of the World” offers Vietnam Veterans and their families a choice of  two 
departures.  One is a short four night tour and the other a twenty night longer journey, both are land-
only costs. Airfares are subject to your port of uplift and choice of routing. We can offer flights ex 
Sydney and Melbourne for both tours from AUD 1,050.00 per person, subject to booking class 
availability, inclusive of port taxes and fuel surcharges, flying Vietnam Airlines economy class return.   

Contact: Dennis Weatherall 
Tel: 02 9520 6023 Mobile: 0428280536 

Email:  dweatherall_eng@bigpond.com  www.battlefieldsoftheworld.com.au 
This departure is prepared in association with NSW Lic. 2TA 5508/5509 IATA 0235976 

Short Tour (ST4N): Thursday 15th to Monday 19th August, Saigon-Saigon, 4 
nights / 5 days – Vung Tau, and old Area of Operation, along with the 

Memorial Service at the Cross site. Staying at the Petro Hotel in Vung Tau.  
Cost AUD 640.00 per person share twin. Single sole use room is an extra 

AUD 205.00. 
 

Long Tour (LT20N): Sunday 11th to Saturday 31st August, Saigon – Hanoi 20 
nights / 21 days, incorporating the same above period as the short tour but 

staying at the Grand Hotel in Vung Tau. It also has a lot more tours and 
sightseeing along the way, and visits - Saigon, Mekong Delta, Vung Tau – 

Area of Operation in Phuoc Tuy Province, Danang, Hoian, Hue, DMZ, Dong 
Ha, Hanoi, Lao Cai – Sapa, Ha Long Bay (Gulf of Tonkin). Cost AUD 

2,859.00 per person share twin. Single sole use room is an extra AUD 
784.00.  

 

Refer web for full itineraries: www.battlefieldsoftheworld.com.au 



VIETNAM Journey 11th Aug 13 – 01st Sept. 2013 
47th Anniversary Battle of Long Tan 18th Aug 1966 

 
Day 1 - Sun 11th August: 
 
Depart Sydney via Vietnam Airlines VN 782 ETD 10:15 ETA 16:00. Arrive 
Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon). Meet & Greet on arrival with transfer to down 
town hotel. Meet at 19:00 in the lobby for an orientation walk of city. 
(Dennis will be doing this “night patrol” around the downtown area). 
Overnight Saigon at the “HUONG SEN Hotel” or similar, on a bed & 
breakfast basis. 
 
Day 2 – Mon 12th August: 
 
HCMC full day sightseeing starting with a walk to Post Office and Roman 
Catholic Church (Notre Dame Cathedral), Presidential Palace, War 
Remnants Museum etc (L) PM to include a local Temple and Market in 
Chinatown area. Overnight Saigon, bed & breakfast basis. 
 
Day 3 – Tuesday 13th August: 
 
Morning tour departure for the Cu Chi tunnels with lunch included. Return 
to Saigon after lunch with the remainder of the PM free. Overnight Huong 
Sen Hotel, bed & breakfast basis.   
 
Day 4 - Wed 14th August: 
 
HCMC - My Tho:  Visit to the Mekong Delta with a full day of sight seeing, 
the floating markets and a general visit of the local area. (L) Lunch is a local 
delicacy “Elephant Ear Fish”. A late PM return to HCMC. Overnight 
Saigon, bed & breakfast basis. 
 
Day 5 - Thu 15th August: 
 
HCMC-Vung Tau via 08:30 hydrofoil. Meet & Greet (L) PM sightseeing 
around Vung Tau including the old airfield (drive past) which is today’s 
helicopter base for the off-shore oil rigs; the French Governor’s White Villa 
(now a museum); the Jesus statue and town area. Overnight Vung Tau – 
“Grand Hotel” or similar, bed & breakfast basis. 



Day 6 - Fri 16th August: 
 
Early start (08:00) for a full day, visiting Baria, the Orphanage, Long Phuoc, 
Nui Dat, Horseshoe, Hoa Long Village. Lunch at local restaurant then return 
to your Vung Tau hotel. Overnight “Grand Hotel” or similar, bed & 
breakfast basis. 
 
Day 7 - Sat 17th August: 
 
Today we visit Horse Shoe, Dat Do village, Minh Dam secret zone, Long 
Hai. Lunch (L) seafood style, then return to your Vung Tau hotel. Overnight 
“Grand Hotel” or similar, bed & breakfast basis. 
 
Day 8 - Sun 18th August: 
 
Morning is free at leisure. Afternoon - Long Tan Cross 15:30 Memorial 
service, return to Vung Tau for R&C with the other veterans. Overnight 
“Grand Hotel” or similar, bed & breakfast basis. 
 
Day 9 - Mon 19th August: 
 
Depart Vung Tau by hydrofoil, transfer to Tan Son Nhat airport on arrival 
for a short flight to Danang. Arrive into Danang, meet & greet and transfer 
to Hoian. Rest of  afternoon free after check-in to hotel. “HOIAN Hotel” or 
similar, bed & breakfast basis. 
 
Day 10 - Tue 20th August: 
 
Hoian - the tailoring mecca of Vietnam and a World Heritage town with 
over 450 years history.  
A free day to explore the shops and art galleries or just laze around the pool 
and enjoy the day. Or join your escort on a walking tour of the Ancient 
Town. Afternoon free to indulge in the craft shops and markets. Overnight 
Hoian, bed & breakfast basis.  

 
Day 11 - Wed 21st August: 
 
After breakfast, depart Hoian by road to Hue, the Ancient Capital, via old 
Danang base, a visit to the Marble Mountain and Cham Museum. Arrive 



Hue and transfer to your hotel. Overnight Hue “Huong Giang Hotel” or 
similar, bed & breakfast basis.  
 
Day 12 - Thu 22nd August: 
 
A full day sightseeing in Hue - Citadel, Tu Duc Royal Tomb and cruise the 
Perfume River to the Buddhist pagoda. Overnight Hue “Huong Giang  
Hotel” or similar, bed & breakfast basis.  
 
Day 13  - Fri 23rd August: 
 
On the way north to the DMZ, you will pass some famous places of the 
“American War” such as “Highway of Horror”, Quang Tri Citadel, Thach 
Han River (this was the unofficial border between North and South Vietnam 
by 1972).  Then proceed west on Route 9 with a stop at “Camp Carroll”, 
once the site of a US Marine Fire Base.  Continue on to the “Rockpile”, an 
important observation post of the Marines in the south of the DMZ. 
 
The next stop is Khe Sanh Combat Base, a very strong and powerful US 
Marine Base at which the controversial battle took place between 21st July 
and 8th April (or as long as 9th July as the NVA tells it) in 1968. 
 
Then drive further west to the town of LAO BAO, located on the border 
with Lao, where you’ll enjoy a local style lunch at the “Sepon Hotel” 
restaurant.  After lunch, you’ll have the opportunity to do some shopping at 
the Duty Free department store, located next door to the restaurant, as this 
area is a special tax-free zone within Vietnam. 
 
Return (east) to DONG HA, retracing your drive back along Route 9, with a 
stop at Lang Vei Special Forces Camp – this is another US Marine Base that 
was over-run by the NVA on 7th February 1968 in an effort to stop the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail of the North Vietnamese Army along the Laotian border.  
This base was attacked by the NVA, along with 11 tanks, the first time NVA 
tanks were used in battle in South Vietnam. 
 
The last stop on the way back to Dong Ha is at the Dakrong Bridge, the 
starting point of one of the branches of the Ho Chi Minh Trail and an area of 
quite beautiful scenery along the valley.  Then on to DONG HA for your 
overnight stay at the “Huu Nghi Hotel”, a three-star property or similar, on a 
bed & breakfast basis. 



Day 14 - Sat 24th August: 
 
This morning we proceed north to “The 17th Parallel”.  On the way, you’ll 
stop at Doc Mieu Base, the “Alpha 2”, which belonged to “The McNamara 
Line”, visit the local military cemetery nearby, crossing by the old DMZ to 
arrive at Ben Hai River, the demarcation line between North and South 
Vietnam for 18 years.  Walk over Hien Luong Bridge, Freedom Bridge, 
across Ben Hai River, then still heading north, visit Vinh Moc Tunnel 
system, the underground village of the northern people, to protect 
themselves from the US bombing. 
 
Some leisure time at Cua Tung Beach, then drive south back to Dong Ha for 
lunch at the Dong Que Restaurant in the town area. 
 
After lunch, transfer to Dong Ha railway station for the overnight train to 
Hanoi. ETD 16:02. For a surcharge two travellers can share a 4 berth 
compartment – please refer “inclusions” for details.  
 
Day 15 - Sun 25th August: 
 
Arrive Hanoi early in the morning ETA 04:02. Meet & greet at Hanoi 
railway station and transfer to your hotel for early check-in and breakfast. 
After which a full day sightseeing tour of the city, including Ho Chi Minh’s 
Mausoleum, Army Museum and local sites. (L) Evening Water Puppet 
cultural show. Overnight Hanoi at the “Demantoid” or similar, bed & 
breakfast basis.  
 
Day 16 - Mon 26th August:  
 
Hanoi free day to self explore visit the central markets or sit around the lake 
side and enjoy a beer or coffee. You have the use of your room until 18:00 
with a late check-out before transfer to the Hanoi railway station for an 
overnight journey to Lao Cai. Train compartments are air-conditioned, 4 
berth two upper two lower. Although you can have the compartment for just 
two at a surcharge. See the detailed inclusions page.  
 
Day 17 - Tue 27th August: 
 
Early morning arrival Lao Cai approximately 06:30. Breakfast (B) at a local 
restaurant before transfer up 40 kms of winding roads to Sapa. Visit local 



villages en-route. Check-in at Hotel overlooking the beautiful valley here in 
Sapa. PM free to visit the local town markets and curio shops. Or sit and 
have an ale and take in the beauty of this mountain retreat. Overnight Sapa 
Bamboo hotel or similar, on a bed & breakfast basis. 
 
Day 18 - Wed 28th August: 
 
Sapa – AM Valley walk to visit the villages and waterfall. PM Free time 
With late afternoon check-out before transfer back to Lao Cai for dinner (D)  
Overnight train (4 berth style) back to Hanoi. ETD 21:00 approximately.  
 
Day 19 - Thu 29th August:  
 
Early morning arrival Hanoi – Meet & greet with breakfast (B) at a local 
“Pho” restaurant, the staple dish of Vietnam. Then transfer by road to Ha 
Long Bay with a stop enroute to visit the sheltered workshop and view their 
handicraft. Join your Junk for an overnight cruise of Ha Long Bay and some 
of its 1,968 limestone islands. You’ll visit a floating fishing village, and 
swim the waters of the Bay. All meals included whilst onboard (L) (D) 
 
Day 20 – Fri 30th August: 
 
Morning, some more cruising, check-out of cabins usually by 09:30 with a 
Brunch (B-L) served around this time before docking wharf side at 11:00. 
Return to Hanoi via road with a second stop at a craft complex before 
arriving back in Hanoi mid afternoon. Overnight Hanoi at the “Demantoid” 
or similar, bed & breakfast basis.  
Day 21 – Sat 31st August:  
 
Hanoi – Morning free time before check-out at 12:00 noon and transfer from 
the lobby at 13:00 for Hanoi airport. For those returning home your flight is 
VN 783 ETD 16:00 via HCMC-Saigon to Sydney. Flight transits Saigon 
with two (2) hours on the ground. ETD 20:40. Overnight service – with 
appropriate meal service and refreshments. 
 
Day 22 – Sun 1st September: 
 
Arrival Sydney ETA 08:15 
END of JOURNEY on arrival Sydney International Airport. 
_____________________________________________________________ 



Tour Cost: (Land Only) AUD 2,859.00  per person share twin 
 
Sole use room (single) AUD 784.00 additional to the share twin cost 
 
Expected airfare ex Sydney or Melbourne return, inclusive all port taxes and 
fuel surcharges is approximately AUD 1,030.00 - 1,200.00 as at 1st May, 
2013. Subject to booking class availability at time of reservation. 
 
Note: 
 
For those with unlimited time we offer an optional extension A two (2) 
nights / three (3) day visit to Dien Bien Phu commencing ex Hanoi Day 21, 
Saturday 31st August, 2013. This is where the Colonial French Forces were 
defeated in 1954 by the Viet Minh Army. It is a town surrounded by history!  
Cost is based on a minimum of two travellers at AUD 583.00 per person 
share twin. Inclusive of airfare Hanoi-Dien Bien Phu return, transfers, bed & 
breakfast daily and local tours. As required a single room is available at an 
extra cost of AUD 56.00 
 
 
Contact:           (Mr) Dennis J Weatherall JP TM AFAITT LSM  

Travel Manager Battlefields of the World 
A Qualified Member of the International Guild of Battlefield Guides 

www.gbg-international.com 
Telephone: (02) 9520 6023 Mobile: 0428 280 536  

Email: dweatherall_eng@bigpond.com 
www.battlefieldsoftheworld.com.au 

 
 

http://www.gbg-international.com/
mailto:dweatherall_eng@bigpond.com
http://www.battlefieldsoftheworld.com.au/


SPECIAL LAND ONLY PROGRAMME SAIGON-SAIGON 
 

VIETNAM LONG TAN 5 DAY TOUR to VUNG TAU + SURROUNDING AREA ex 
Saigon  for the 47th Anniversary of the Battle of Lon Tan 15th- 19th Aug. 2013 

 
 
Day 1: Thursday 15th Aug 13 - Saigon (Ho Chi Minh City) to Vung Tau – (L) 
 
This morning you journey east by hydrofoil down the mighty Sai-Gon River to Vung Tau.  
Meet in the lobby of the Huong Sen Hotel - 66-68-70 Dong Khoi, Ben Nghe Dist 1. Ho 
Chi Minh City Telephone: (84-8) 38291415 at 09:00 am. 
 
On arrival Vung Tau, meet & greet at quayside by our local guide (with name board) and 
transfer to your local hotel. After check-in at your hotel – “The Petro Hotel” Located: # 
9-11 Hoang Dieu Street, Ward 1, Vung Tau City Vietnam, Telephone: (84-64) 3588588. 
Then meet in the lobby for lunch at a local restaurant. 
 
Afternoon tour of Vung Tau area – visit fishing village, White Villa (ex French Governor’s 
residence – now a museum).  Visit the town area and the very large Jesus statue on the 
hill – for the energetic (there are many steps) it’s quite a view from the top.   
 
On to the area once known as the “Flags”, on the beach to the right, sea-facing, opposite 
the very new Imperial Hotel/department store which, until a few years ago, was the site 
of the Harold Holt Club (re-named after Captain Peter Badcoe VC (AATTV).   
 
Then back to your hotel via the gigantic roundabout, once the location of 1ALSG (1st 
Australian Logistics Support Group).  If you kept your eyes open as we turned left 
towards the roundabout (now) a NLF (National Liberation Front) Viet Cong Memorial, 
you’ll notice some bitumen – this was the hard stand for the helicopters.  Nothing much 
left, but it is some 39 years since we left Vietnam! 
 
 
Day 2:  Friday 16th Aug 13 - Vung Tau-Baria-Long Phuoc-Nui Dat-Hoa Long Village  
(B/L) 
 
After breakfast, travel NE up the peninsula to the township of modern-day Baria.  See 
two sites from our time – the Roman Catholic Church and the Water Tower with its 
swallows.  The old picture theatre that was the site of a dust-up is now quite a modern 
department store where you may like to purchase some gifts for the children at the 
AVVRG (Australian Vietnam Veterans’ Reconstruction Group) orphanage, run in 
association with the local People’s Committee.   
 
A short stop to see the children who range in age between a few days old to 17-18 yrs of 
age.  The guide will recommend purchases suitable for use at the Centre.  On exiting the 
orphanage road, opposite is a very large NLF/VC cemetery – it’s worth a quick look.  
This was once the site of an old French Fort in colonial times. 
 
Next stop, the stand-up fighting tunnels of Long Phuoc, built in the 1st Indo China war 
against the French and also used when this area was part of our AO (Area of 
Operation).  There will be time to try out the tunnels for size and look in on the adjacent 
small museum with its assorted relics. 



 
Nui Dat – home to the 1st AFT (Australian Task Force) and to most of the “diggers” for 
their in-field time tour of duty.  Established in June 1966, vacated in December 1971, 
4RAR were the last out of here!  You’ll see the gates (what’s left of them), some artillery 
rocks, bunkers, Luscombe Field, SAS Hill and time just to look around at what’s left. 
On to Kangaroo Pad and orientate with the guide’s pictures of a time long ago. 
Final visit today will be Hoa Long Village, it’s famous for making wine from rice.  You’ll 
see the wine making process and rice paper, and maybe sample both.  Lunch locally 
before returning to Vung Tau. 
 
Day 3:  Saturday 17th Aug 13- Vung Tau-Horseshoe-Dat Do-Long Hai Area – (B/L) 
 
Return via Baria to what’s left of Fire Support Base (FSB) Horseshoe – today it’s a road 
base quarry and it’s not possible to drive closer.  The front of the “shoe” is almost all 
quarried and it looks like a gaping tooth-hole – a picture stop will be made before 
carrying on to the village of Dat Do, located on the eastern side of Horseshoe. 
 
Final stop will be up the top of the Long Hai hills – “wicked witch” country in times past!  
For those who want to see it all, prepare yourself for a little trek into the Minh Dam 
Secret Zone (named after two VC local commanders Minh and Dam).  See the caves 
that they used to hid their troops who infiltrated via the Ho Chi Minh Trail by sea, store 
areas and hospitals – all hidden from sight deep in the Hills.  Also here is the Pagoda 
Temple recently built to commemorate the war time local dead. 
 
Today’s lunch will be on Long Hai beach – local seafood and ice cold refreshments (the 
latter at your expense).  Lunch could be around 2 pm so eat hearty at breakfast!  But the 
wait will be well worth it!  Return to Vung Tau late afternoon direct from lunch via the 
local villages and hamlets. 
 
Day 4: Sunday 18th Aug 13 - Vung Tau-Long Tan Cross Site – (B) 
 
Morning free for your leisure – some local shopping or a swim. 
 
Our only visit today is to Long Tan village and Long Tan Cross itself.  We’ll arrive around 
15:15 to be ready for 15:30, the time the battle started on the 18th August 1966.  
Departure pick-up 14:00 from the hotel lobby. 
 
A time to remember mates and colleagues who didn’t make it home.  A time to shed a 
tear and lay a flower in remembrance. 
 
Eighteen men were lost on that day – 17 infantry and one Cav (APC).  The next day 
some 245 enemy soldiers were buried.  This was one day we lost so many.  I 
recommend two publications they are: (i) “Long Tan” by Alex McAulay and (ii)  “All Guts 
& No Glory” by ex Sgt Bob Buick AA . 
 
After your remembrance time, return to Vung Tau for some close-quarter R&R with 
friends. 
 
 
Day 5:  Monday 19th Aug 13- Vung Tau Ho Chi Minh City -Saigon by hydrofoil 
service 



 
After breakfast, we leave Vung Tau and head back to Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon), 
Transfer will be by road. A distance of some 130 +  kms. Time to look and see the 
villages enroute  until you are dropped off at the HUONG SEN Hotel 66-68-70  Dong 
Khoi Street, Ben Nghe, District 1, Ho Chi Minh City (Old Saigon). This is the formal end 
to these arrangements. 
 
 
Prepared by Dennis J Weatherall JP TM AFAITT(L) LSM  
Military Historian & Qualified member of the International Guild of Battlefield Guides – Telephone: 
(61-2) 9520 6034 Mobile: (61) 0428 280 536 or Direct email: dweatherall_eng@bigpond.com  
Guild of Battlefield Guides web site: www.gbg-international.com – Badged Guide number 34. 
Web: www.battlefieldsoftheworld.com.au 
  
 
 

mailto:dweatherall_eng@bigpond.com
http://www.gbg-international.com/
http://www.battlefieldsoftheworld.com.au/


 

Battlefields Of The World 
 Web: www.battlefieldsoftheworld.com.au   E-mail: dweatherall_eng@bigpond.com.au 

Telephone / Facsimile: (02) 95206023  Mobile: 0428280536 
International telephone dial: (61 2) 95206023 Mobile: (61) 428280536 

In association with NSW Lic 2TA 5508/5509 IATA 0235976 
 
 

INCLUSIONS for the VIETNAM SHORT TOUR (ST4N)  
15th to 19th August 2013 – Land Only AUD 640.00 pp share twin 

 
• Meet & greet services – Based on a minimum of four travellers   
• Accommodation 4 nights Vung Tau in a 4 Star property 
• Breakfast in-house daily from day 2 – day 5 
• One way hydrofoil journey Saigon – Vung Tau 
• Tours of Vung Tau, Baria, Long Phuoc, Nui Dat, Hoa Long Village, Long Hai Hills 

– Minh Dam Secret Zone and beach area, view Horseshoe FSB 
• Attend the 47th Anniversary of the battle of Long Tan – Vietnam Veterans Day at 

the Cross site in the rubber plantation at Long Tan – 18th August 
• Lunches included 15th 16th & 17th on touring days 
• Road transfer on final day Vung Tau to Saigon via all towns en-route 
• English speaking guide service  

 
INCLUSIONS for the VIETNAM LONG TOUR (LT20N)  

12th to 31st August 2013 – Land Only AUD 2,859.00 pp share twin 
 

• Meet & greet services 
• Accommodation throughout in 3-4 Star tourist grade properties – 19 nights 
• All transport in air-conditioned vehicles 
• Breakfast daily in your hotel of stay 
• Lunches on days 2,3,4,5,6,12,13,14,18 & 19 
• Dinners on days 17 & 18 
• English speaking local guides at all destinations 
• Sight seeing tours as detailed in the daily itinerary in Saigon, Baria, Vung Tau, 

Mekong Delta, Hoian, Hue, DMZ area, Hanoi, Sapa & Ha Long Bay 
• Gratuities to local Vietnamese guides & drivers 
• Visa to enter Vietnam – Australian passport holders 
• Fully escorted ex Australia subject to a minimum of twelve travellers 

 
ITEMS NOT INCLUDED 

• Items of a personal nature, such as room service, laundry, telephone etc 
• Comprehensive travel insurance  
• International or local domestic Australian air travel  

Note: International Airfares ex Sydney or Melbourne flying Vietnam Airlines Economy 
Class SYD/MEL–SGN + HAN-SYD/MEL as at  27th May 2013 is AUD 1,050.00 pp return 
inclusive of all ports taxes and fuel surcharges. Subject to availability in the required 
booking class at time of commitment and reservation.  
 

 



Dien Bien Phu Option Extension  

to the Long Tan Memorial Day – 20 night/ 21day  Tour 

 

Day 1: Saturday 31st Aug 13:  

Transfer out to Hanoi airport to connect with VN 1702 HAN-DIN (DBP) ETD 
09:30 ETA 10:30 Meet and greet + transfer to hotel bed and breakfast basis. 
Hotel has a pool.  PM sight seeing in and around the sites of the township. The 
"Hill" + any other relics, museum, bunker etc and walk some of the fields to see 
guns and tanks + Lunch/Dinner included. 

Day 2: Sunday 1st Sep 13:   

Full day sight seeing to the NVA Headquaters in the mountains, walking in and 
out along a track + Lunch somewhere out and about in the field. Return to Dien 
Bien Phu via surrounding area to see local people, villages and anything of 
interest along the way + Dinner in town 

Day 3: Monday 2nd Sep 13:  

Return to Hanoi by VN 1703  ETD 11:10 ETA 12:10 to connect with your exit 
flight from Hanoi . 

 

Inclusions 

-           Hotel accommodation with daily breakfast 
-           Transfer by air-conditioned vehicle as per itinerary  
-           English speaking local guide  
-           Entrance fees  
-           Meals as indicated (no drinks) 
-           Return air tickets: HANOI / Dien Bein Phu / HANOI 
  
Tour prices exclude:  
  
-           Meals and drinks, except otherwise mentioned  
-           Early check in or late check out, except otherwise mentioned 
-           Other personal expenses, i.e. telephone, laundry, room service etc. 
 
Cost per person: 
 
Minimum of two travellers AUD 583.00 per person share twin 
 


